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rT  is,  I  believe,  generally  allowed,  that  for  pri- 


JL  vate  and  unimportant  individuals  to  obtrude 
themfelves  and  their  perfonal  concerns  upon  the 
publick  attention,  is  a  talk  at  once  fo  delicate  and 
comprehenlive,  as  cannot  but  extremely  embarrafs 


com 


any  perfon  endued  with  common  fenlibility;  even 
when  that  perfon  may  have  nothing  to  encounter 
nor  apprehend  from  prepolTeflion  or  malevolence. 
To  me,  many  conliderations  of  lingular  moment, 
— former  fituation,  and  prefent  difadvantage 
render  this  talk  peculiarly  arduous,  and  painfully 
alFedling. 


B 


My 
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My  intention  is  not  to  ingratiate  vulgar  opinion, 

which  I  defpife;  nor  do  I  wifli  to  conciliate  the 

ignorant  or  the  illiberal  :  too  well  knowing  the 

ftandard  of  pretenhon  which  fuffices  for  their  fa- 

vour ;  and  that,  with  them,  adveriity  is  not  the 

key  which  can  open  the  door  of  mercy  or  of  juf- 

« 

tice.  Strangers  to  the  tender  charities,”  and 
hoftile  to  whatever  would  challenge  virtues  which' 
they  do  not  poffefs,  like  other  cowards  they  com¬ 
mence  bravoes,  and  where  they  cannot  Jiab^  they, 
are  fure  to  revile, 

* 

From  the  virtuous  and  the  difcriminating  I  have 
nothing  to  fear:  but,  indeed,  every  liberal  indul¬ 
gence  to  hope  from  a  generous  and  enlightened  " 
publick,  to  whofe  judgment  I  prefume  to  appeal ; 
and  to  whofe  beneficence  I  fubmit  myfelf  with* that 
honeft  confidence  which  is  alike  remote  from  ar¬ 
rogance  or  diftruft.  Therefore,  with  Truth  and 
Misfortune  for  my  advocates,  I  (hall  proceed  to 
ftate  my  unfortunate  Cafe. 


Thofe 
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They  whofe  favourable  opinion  I  am  alone  am¬ 
bitious  to  propitiate,  will  readily  excufe  me  for  ad¬ 
verting  as  little  as  poffible  to  thofe  unhappy  cir- 
cumftances  of  paft  events,  which  would  be  injuri¬ 
ous  to  the  memory  of  the  dead,  and  wound  the 
^  feelings  of  the  living.  What  were  my  publick  fuf- 
ferings,  and  how  I  fuftained  them,  -  the  world  has 
not  now  to  learn. 

It  will  be  recolledled  that,  at  that  period,  the 
late  Sir  Thomas  Frankland,  for  obvious  purpofes, 
attempted  to  difcredit  my  birth^',  by  pretending 
to  queftion  the  validity  of  my  pedigree,  which  fell 
into  his  hands  amongft  the  general  rapine  of  Har¬ 
ley  Street  Houfe.  And  it  will  alfo  be  remember¬ 
ed,  that,  to  obviate  this  dark,  though  abfurd  at-- 
tempt,  Mr.  Cummyng,  Record-keeper  of  the  Lyon 

^  The  Baronet  feems  to  have  been  well  aware  of  that  refpedlability 
which  is  ever  attendant  on  birth :  the  advantages  of  which,”  Dr. 
Johnfon  truly  obferves,  ‘'are  never  defpifed  but  by  thofe  who  do  not 
poffefs  them.” 
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office  of  Scotland^  officially  authenticated  that 

pedigree  upon  oath,  before  the  then  Lord  Mayor 
of  London;  which  affidavit,  with  a  tranfcript  of 
the ‘genealogy.  Sir  Thomas  Frankland’s  letter  to 
the  Lyon  Office,  and  Mr.  Cummyng’s  anfwer,  were 
all  inferted  in  the  daily  papers.  Thus  one  of  the 
moft  finifter  artifices  which  wickednefs  could  de- 
vife,  or  ignorance  fuggeft,  terminated  in  the  Ba¬ 
ronet’s  confufion. 

This  pedigree  proves  me  lineally  defcended  from 
Graham  Earls  of  Monteith  •+*,  and  Stewart  Earls  of 
Galloway,  whofe  common  anceftor  and  mine  was 
Alexander  the  Sixth  Lord  High  Steward  of  Scot- 

*  And  now  Secretary  to  the  Honourable  Society  of  Antiquaries  in 
Edinburgh. 

•  -j-  This  Peerage  is  now  dormant  by  failure  of  male  heirs.  The  co- 
heirefs  daughters  were  Mary  and  Helen.  Mrs.  Stewart  is  the  great 
granddaughter  of  Mary  the  elder  j  and  Lord  Rawdon  the  great 
grandfon  of  Helen  the  younger.  Mary  married  her  coufin  Walter 
Graham  of  Gartur,  firft  cadet  of  the  Monteith  family;  and  Helen 
married  to  Sir  James  Rawdon :  confequently  Mrs.  Stewart  and  Lord 
Rawdon  are  prefumptive  claimants  to  this  dormant  Peerage, 

land. 
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land,  father  to  Robert  the  Second,  firft  monarch 
of  the  name  of  Stewart. 

From  my  being  an  only  furviving  child,  and  an 

orphan,  I  am  confequently  without  the  advantage 

of  parental  or  fraternal  relative  :  yet  having  couiins 

and  alliances  whofe  opulence  gives  ample  power  of 

munificence,  from  thofe  I  might  reafonably  ex- 

0’ 

pe6t  to  benefit ;  and  that  people  high  in  rank, 
and  proud  of  anceftry,  would  at  leaft  refpedt  their 
own  birth  in  me  their  kinfwoman.  But  vain  is 
the  folly  of  hoping  that  the  ties  of  affinity  can  en¬ 
gage,  or  the  plea  of  misfortune  avail,  where  cal¬ 
lous  profperity  reigns  ;  where  the  fenfe  of  huma¬ 
nity  is  ftifled  by  fordidnefs ;  and  the  pampered 
infolence  of  fuperior  fortune  leads  the  poflefibrs  to 
conceive,  that  they  may  neglecff  the  obligations  of 
propriety,  and  the  duties  of  kindred. 

Doomed,  as  it  fliould  feem,  to  be  every  way 
unfortunate,  even  that  verdid:  of  honourable  ac¬ 
quittal  which  eftabliffies  innocence,  and  is,  by  the 

united  . 
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united  confent  of  mankind,  allowed  to  obliterate 
tKe  opprobrium  of  accufation,  has  not  proved  fuf- 
ficient  to  enfure  me  this  candour  :  for  fuch  is  the 
extraordinary  malice  of  my  fate,  or  fuch  the  licen¬ 
tious  fpirit  of  individuals,  that  calumny  ceafed  not 
to  purfue  me  ;  and  vulgar  prejudice  appeared 
but  the  more  envenomed  by  the  very  fa<5b  which 
fhorijd  have  lilenced  it  for  ever. 

When  emancipated  from  the  horrors  of  a  dun¬ 
geon,  the  defolated  vidtim  of  a  confpiracy  which 
plundered  my  property  and  fought  my  life,  I  re¬ 
turned  into  the  world  ruined,  traduced,  and  defti- 
tute.  The  miferies  which  accompanied  me  may. 
well  be  imagined  among  the  fevereft  which  hu¬ 
man  calamity  knows.  A  gentlewoman — where 
was  my  fubhftence  ?  Would  my  torn  mind  feek 
peace,  and  cherifh  moralities  ? — would  my  deli¬ 
cacy  conceal  myfelf  from  contumelious  obferva- 
tion,  and  I  folicit  laudable  eftablilhment  ? — where 
obtain,  by  what  means  accomplilh,  either  ?  An  un- 

candid. 
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candid,  and  furely  unjuftifiable  prejudice  deprives 
'me  of  even  the  common  advantages  of  conduct  and 
of  life.  Nothing  abfolves  its  remorfelefs  ftigmas 
and.  foul  fufpicions.  Attefted  innocence,  fucceed- 
ing  reditude,  nor  any  right,  refcues  from  its  pefti- 
lential  influence,  w'hich  confounds  and  transforms 
all  adions  and  confequences  to  its  own  crooked 
interpretations,,  and  rancorous  depravity.. 

Under  this  oppreflive  dilemma  have  I,  for  years, 
dragged  a  wounded  exiflience,  cruelly  embittered  by 
aconfcioufnefs,  which  it  might  found  arrogant  in  me 
to  name.  Induftrioufly  hiding  myfelf  and  my  mif- 
fortunes,  I  fllently  and  refpedably  endured  that  in¬ 
digence  and  thofe  evils,  that  would,  perhaps,  have 
excufed  the  loudefl  complaints,  and  have  exte¬ 
nuated  latitudes*  of  condud,  which,  though  ini¬ 
mical  to  virtue,.  Ihe  will  never  condemn  without 
tears  of  pity. 

There  is  a  fenflbility  which  dreads  nothing  more; 

than  the  humiliation  of  coarfe  commiferation,  or; 

the 
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the  ungracious  bounty  that  infults  the  diftrefs  it 
relieves.  Therefore  that  want  muft  be  too  evi¬ 
dent  for  concealment,  and.  too  potent  for  human 
fuiFerance,  which  can  prevail  with  me  to  confefs 
my  neceffity,  or  folicit  affiftance. 

As  it  would  be  impertinent  to  trouble  the  public 
with  any  particulars  that  may  properly  be  omitted, 
I  ihall  recite  thofe  incidents  only  that  have  more 
immediately  compelled  me  to  this  publication. 

In  the  year  1785  I  voluntarily  relinquiflied  a 
dependence,  which,  coniiftent  with  my  better 
feelings,  I  could  no  longer  retain.  Impoverifhed 
as  this  refignation  left  me,  yet  obliged  to  fup- 
port  that  decent  appearance  of  circumftances,  with¬ 
out  which  neither  reputation  nor  refped  can 
be  maintained,  I  neceffarily  became  embarraffed, 
and  contradled  unavoidable  debts.  Impelled  by 
thefe  exigencies,  and,  I  truft,  a  laudable  deiire'of 
acquiring  fome  honourable  permanency,  I  deter¬ 
mined  upon  a  dired  and  prefQng  application  to 


certain 
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certain  of  my  relations,  who,  from  their  leaf!:  fu~ 
perfluity,  might  fpare  fufficient  to  exempt  me  from 
abfolute  want ;  and  that  is  the  utmoft  exertion 
which  I  fhould  require  of  them. 

The  received  opinion  of  my  Lord  Rawdon’s  cha¬ 
racter,.  induced  me  to  efpecially  expeCl  from  him 
a  more  than  ordinary  liberality  of  fentiment.  I 
accordingly  wrote  to  his  Lordlhip,  reprefen  ting' my 
neceffities,  and  giving  a  circumftantial  account  of 
myfelf,  my  conduCl,  and  my  htuation,  from  the 
period  of  my  public  misfortunes  until  the  then 
prefen t  hour.  I  likewife  empowered  his  Lordfliip 
to  fatisfy  himfelf  fully  of  the  exaCl  truth  of  what  I 
advanced.  This  was  an  ingenuoufnefs  which  I  felt 
indifpenlible  in  feeking  the  friendfhip  of  a  perfon 
of  efteemed -honour  and  perfonal  worth.  My  Lord 
was  then  at  Donington,  and  favoured  my  letter 
with  an  immediate  reply,  faying,  “  That  fhould 
he  find  my  circumftances,  &c.  fuch  as  I  had 
defcribed,  he  would  be  happy  to  render  me  any 

C  afliftance 
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‘‘  affiftance  in  his  power.  But  that  this,  as  like- 
“  wife  the  neceflary  enquiries,  muft  await  his  ar- 
“  rival  in  town ;  no  perfon  occurring  to  him  at 
“  prefent,  to  whom  he  could  entruft  fo  delicate  a 
“  commiffion.” 

Some  time  thence.  Colonel  Haftings  called  upon 
me  from  Lord  Rawdon  with  a  pecuniary  favour ; 
and  if  I  was  grateful  for  his  Lordlhip  s  benevo¬ 
lence,  I  was  ftill  more  fenfible  to  the  grace  with 
which  it  came.  I  endeavoured  to  exprefs  this,  and 
how  defirous  I  was',  that  my  Lord  Ihould  be 
'convinced,  that  I  had  not  fought  the  honour  of 
his  attention  under  any  difguife  or  mifreprefen- 
tation  whatever.  The  Colonel  replied,  “  That  I 
“  might  reft  aflured  of  his  Lordfliip’s  being  per- 
“  fecftly  fatisfied,  otherwife  he  would  not  have 
fent  himy 

I  received  a  fecond  obligation  by  the  hands  of 
the  Colonel,  who  then  faid,  That  Lord  Rawdon 
would  wait  upon  me  himfelf,  when  he  heard 

from 
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from  Lady  Moira  to  whom  he  had  written.” 
This  was  in  the  fpring  of  1786  ;  and  but  a  fhort 
time  after,  his  Lordfhip  generoufly  fent  to  me  a 
more  conliderable  donation  than  his  two  former 
favours.  A  conduct  fo  beneficent,  and  graced  with 
delicacy  and  good  breeding,  muft  neceffarily  im- 
prefs  me  with  a  fenfe  of  the  higheft  gratitude,  and 
moft  perfedt  refpedl.  On  his  return  to  town,  the 
following  winter,  I  wrote  a  letter  expreflive  of  thefe 
fentiments,  which  receiving  no  attention,  nor  my- 
felf  any  future  notice,  I  was  naturally  exceedingly 
piqued  at  fuch  abrupt  and  marked  incivility ;  and, 
perhaps,  rather  pointedly,  exprefled  my  ideas  of 
what  I  could  not  but  deem  an  infult,  and  the  more 
fo  from  having  been  obliged  to  his  bounty. 

It  was  impoflible  for  me  even  to  conjedlure  what 
could  have  occafioned  this  change  in  his  Lordfhip ; 
and,  indeed,  I  felt  fo  indignant,  and  held  it  fo 
unworthy  a  condudt,  that  I  was  little  folicitous  of 

*  Lord  Rawdon’s  Mother. 

C  2  knowing, 
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knowing,  untiU  experienced  eventual  confequences 
too  ferious  to  be  difregarded. 

% 

A  firft  coulin  whom  I  applied  to,  imploring  that 

t 

I  might  only  be  extricated  'from  the  impending 

danger  of  arreft,  rejeded  my  requeft  with  an  al- 

mofl  incredible  obduracy.  '  Yet  as  I,  neverthelefs, 

o^e  him  fome  gratitude,  and  efteem  his  good  qua.- 

litres,  I  forbear  naming  him.  -  -  ‘ 

"What  relations  refufe,  'it  cannot  be  'fuppofed 

ftrangers  will  perform  ;  and  one’s  family  with- 

holding  their  aid  or  protedion  is  not  the  only  in- 

jufti  ce  which  their  condud  inflids.  It  extends 

much  further:  it  injures  by  example  and  oblique 

refledion.  To  ftrangers,  however,  with  very  few 
* 

exceptions,  do  I  owe  every  beneficence  which  I 
have  experienced.  •  j 

Involved,  and' unable  to  appeafe  the  importuni¬ 
ty  of  creditors,  I  was  arrefted  in  February  1787, 
and  thrown  into  prifon.  Tn  this  gulph  of  wretch- 
ednefs  I  fuffered,  upwards  of  eleven  months,  the 


♦ 
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extremes  of  penury,  forrow,  and  ficknefs ;  and 
that  I  was  not. totally  loft,  I  have  not  to  thank  my 
relations. 

My  Lord  Galloway,  and  other  individuals  of 
that  family,  were  ineffecftually  written  to,  and  re- 
monftrated  with,  upon  my  moft  calamitous  fttua- 
tion.  Lord  Rawdon  was  alfo  informed  of  my  dif- 
trefs ;  and  it  is  fingular  enough,  that  at  this  very 
period,  *  his  Lordftiip  was  breathing  nothing  but 
lamentations  for  the  poor  debtors  languiftiing  in 
their  dungeons  !  ’  ^  But  the  world  has  heard  of  words 
that  burn — from  hearts  that  freeze. 

When  the  adlions*  againft  me  muft  either  have 
run  up  to  execution,  or  become  fuperfedable,  my 
creditors,  agreeing  to  give  time,  I  regained  my  li, 
berty.  That  given  time  is  now  nearly  elapfed, 
and  I  am,  confequently,  from  that  circumftance, 
as  likewife  from  other  debts,  in  hourly  danger  of 
being  replunged  into  imprifonment. 

In  the  early  part  of  my  confinement  one  fadl  had 

taken 
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taken  place,  and  latterly  feveral  incidents  occur¬ 
red,  from  which'  I  had  good  reafon  to  infer  that 
Lord  Rawdon  was  not  merely  unfriendly,  but 
actively  malevolent.  It  will  prefently  appear  how 
-extenlively  this  inference  is  proved. 

Not  having  obtained  my  liberty  by  pecuniary  ar¬ 
rangements,  I  left  the  prifon  more  ruined  than 
when  I  entered  it.  My  debts  confiderably  aug¬ 
mented  by  the  expences  incurred  upon  them ;  my 
health  deeply  impaired  ;  and  myfelf  abfolutely  pen- 
nylefs.  In  this  forlorn  condition,  I  fliould  have 
been  literally  without  refort  of  fhelter,  food, 
or  raiment,”  had  not  the  compaflion  of  a  worthy 
family  taken  me  into  their  houfe,  and  afforded  me 
temporary  accommodations. 

Thofe  relations  who  had  yielded  neither  fuccour 
nor  pity  to  fuch  an  imprifonment  as  mine ;  who 
had  unfeelingly  known  me  linking  under  the  accu¬ 
mulated  preffure  of  confinement,  ficknefs,  and  fa- 
mine,  without  a  bed  to  repofe  on,  or  a  morfel  to 

fuftain 
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fuftain  nature  with  * ;  from  thefe  people  it  may 
be  thought  I  could  not  rationally  expedl  any  thing 
but  a  continuance  of  inhumanity. 

Still  there  is  a  fond  perfuafion  in  mifery,  and  an 
aptitude  to  hope  implanted  in  the  mind,  which 
'  often  leads  us  to  prefume  that  poffible,  which  our 
reafon  would  fhew  us  the  utter  inconfiftency  of  ex- 
peding.  Impelled  by  this  inherent  influence,  and 
too  regardful  of  decorum  to  take  any  publick  mea- 
fure  without  firft  admoni£hing  the  parties  concern¬ 
ed,  in  Auguft  laft  I  wrote  to  my  Lord  Galloway  a 
delicate  remonftrance,  and  emphatick  fupplication : 
entreating  that  his  Lordfhip  and  the  family  would 
at  leaft  exempt  me  from  the  otherwife  inevitable 
neceflity  of  foliciting  publick  charity.  But  this, 
like  former  addreflfes,  has  remained  unnoticed. 

It  may  be  proper  that  I  fhould  mention  my 
having  alfo.  written  to  the  Honourable  Keith  Stew-. 

*  This  was  literally  Mrs.  Stewart’s  fituation  for  many  weeks,  ini 
the  lick  room  of  the  prifon  •,  and,  more  or  lefs  fo,  during  the  whole 
time  of  her  imprifonment. 


art 


[  ] 

3.rt !  not  indeed,  from  my  own  fiiggeftionj  but  from 
accidentally  fpeakingof  my  unhappy  circumftances 
to  a  certain  Nobleman  of  high  birth,  and  yet  more 
diftinguifhed  merit  and  underftanding.  His  Lord- 
fliip  advifed  an  application*  to  Mr.  Keith  Stewart, 
whofe  mind  and  fpirit  were  fuch,  he  thought,  as 
promifed  liberality.  Agreeably  to.  this  idea,  I 
doft  no  time  in  writing ;  and  expreffed  myfelf  in 
terms  and  with  fentiments  that  I  fhall  never  be  a- 
fliamed  of  acknowledging. 

But,  inftead  of  evincing  any  liberality,  nay, 
the  femblance  of  decency,  he  even  condefeended 
to  difpenfe  with  the  obfervance  of  common  good 
manners ;  and,  did  it  not  favour  too  much  of  the 
honourable  gentleman’s  own  broadnefs^""  I  might 
fay,  that  he  evaded  my  application  with  fomething 
very  Me  the  vulgarity  of  a  clown,  the  cunning  of 
a  Jefuit,  and  the  principles  of  a  Jew.  However, 
what  fhall  be  faid  of  people  who,  having  two  cha-  ' 
raclers,  but  that,  wearing  them  as  they  do  their 

wardrobe. 
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wardrobe,  they  ufe  one  garb  for  dt'efs^  and  another 
for  conve?iie?2ce  ? — Happy  facility  of  fapient  adroit- 
nefs  !  which,  while  it  can  thus  pafs  current t with 
the  herd  of  mankind,  let  no  virtue  boaft,  nor  any 
meannefs  fear  to  fhew  its  head.  And  that  worth- 
leflnefs  and  wealth  are  fo  frequently  united,  is, 
perhaps,  but  merit  revenged  on  the  prepofterous 
partiality  of  fortune. 

The  Reader  will  be  pleafed  to  recoiled:  my  hav¬ 
ing  before  faid,  I  had  good  reafon  to  conclude  that 
Lord  Rawdon  had  not  confined  himfelf  to  mere  un- 
friendlinefs  :  it  therefore  became  incumbent  upon 
me  to  take  the  firfl:  opportunity  of  acquiring  further 
certainty.  For  this  purpofe,  two  ladies,  at  my  re- 
queft,  expoftulated  with  him.  His  Lordflnp  heard, 
with  the  utmoft  politenefs,  all  they  had  to  fay  ; 
and  when  they  would  have  urged  to  his  humanity 
my  unequalled  diftrefs,  and  befought  his  confi- 
deration,  he  peremptorily  replied,  “  So  far  from 
‘‘  thinking  it  an  ad  of  humanity  to  ferve  Mrs. 

D  ‘‘  Stewart, 
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Stewart,  I  fhould  think  that,  in  giving  her  any 
affiftance  or  countenance,  I  was  committing  a 
ftn^  and  an  impofition  upon  the  world.  When 
‘‘  Mrs.  Stewart  firfl:  applied  to  me,  I  pitied  and 
ferved  her,  as  I  then  believed  her  an  injured  and 
innocent  woman  in  that  public  tranfadlion  which 
there  is  no  occalion  to  particularize.  But  I  have 
lince  talked  with  people  who  have  entirely 
changed  my  opinion  of  that  affair ;  and  I  have 
“  promifed^  and  determined  myfelf,  never  to  af- 
ford  her  any  affiftance,  diredlly  or  indirectly.” — 
Thefe  were  his  Lordffiip’s  exprefs  words,  repeated, 
indeed,  to  one  of  the  ladies  who  had  fpoken  to 
him  a  fecond  time. 

I  was  no  longer  at  a  lofs  for  an  expofition  of  thofe 
incidents  which  I  could  before  but  imperfectly 
read  :  here  was  the  glolfary  which  too  clearly  de- 
cyphered  the  rejection  or  coldnefs  of  certain  per- 
fonages,  who,  if  not  infidioufly  prejudiced  by  Lord 
Rawdon,  would,  I  am  perfuaded,  have  withheld 

'  neither 
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neither  their  protedion  nor  fuccour.  For  though  he 
could  not  impofe  his  opinion  of  a  tranfadion  which, 
having  received  the  decifion  of  a  court  of  judica¬ 
ture,  every  perfon-was  equally  competent  to  judge 
of ;  yet  the  man,  uncandid  enough  to  fuppofe  wrong, 
where  no  opportunity  of  proof  exifts — and,  more 
-  efpecially,  capable  of  imputing  guilt,  where  the  moft 
facred  teftimony  of  innocence  had  been  found — that 
man  will  fcarcely  fcruple  to  add  falfehood  to  in- 
juftice  ;  and,  either  by  infinuation,  or  more  open 
affertion,  afperfe  and  injure,  whenever  malice  may 
prompt,  or  occafion  fhall  ferve  :  and,  independent 
of  fuch  palpable  proceeding,  every  body  knows, 
what  may  be  done  by  mere  implication ;  what 
a  fignificant  hefitation,  an  ambiguous  fentence,. 
or  a  dextrous  equivocation,  can  effed.  A  ftrik- 
ing  inftance  of  the  latter  I  am  authorized  to. 

ftate. 

One  of  my  creditors,  inftigated  either  by  that  ig¬ 
norant  impertinence  fo  common  to  low  people,  or- 

D  2  '  influenced.' 
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influenced  hy  the  idea  of  obtaining  his  debt,  went 
to  Lord  Rawdon,  with  the  ufual  complaint  of  his 
own  hardfhip  and  apologifing  for  the  liberty, 
by  prefuming  that  a  relation  would  probably  lend 
fome  afliftance. — Mrs.  Stewart  !  !  — Stewarts 
were  not  his  family  !  Indeed  the  woman  had 
written  him  a  begging  letter,  and  he  had,  out 
of  compaflion,  relieved  her  ;  but  he  was  not  re- 
lated  to  the  Stewarts,^^ — Now,  here  was  an  ab- 
folute,  and,  from  its  intention,  a  corrupt  falfe- 
hood,  conveyed  under  the  utterance  of  a  truth  ;  for 
his  Lordfliip’s  relationfhip  and  mine  is  by  the 
Grahams,  as  has  been  already  recited. — Well !  my 
creditor,  thus  fpoken  to,  and  nothing  doubting  the 
word  of  a  Lord — ^for  who  of  the  vulgar  do,  unlefs 
when  the  Lord  chances  to  be  in  their  debt  ? — ^this 
man,  of  courfe,  fuppofed  me  the  liar  and  impoftor 
that  his  Lordfliip’s  fpeech  had  diredtly  given  him 
to  underftand. 


The 
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1  he  ftory  circulated  ;  and  I  was,  confequently, 

% 

exceedingly  fcandalized,  and  materially  aggrieved 
in  my  alFairs,  Nor  is  there  any  faying  how 
far  fuch  licentious  defamations  reach,  where 
they  may  meet  one,  or  to  what  extent  they 
may  injure :  neither  rectitude  can  defend  from 
their  mifchiefs,  nor  can  truth  preponderate  againft 
falfehood  fo  aimed  and  fo  managed  as  was  this  of 
his  Lordfhip’s ;  and  more  particularly  when,  as  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  the  defamer  happens  to  ftand  on 
the  fummit  of  oftenfibility — is  of  prefumed  honor — ^ 
powerful  in  fortune  and  in  friends  :  whilft  the  un¬ 
happy  woman  he  feeks  to  cruih,  is,  by  misfortune 
and  calumny,  ftripped  of  thofe  advantages  which 
it  is  his  greater  luck  to  poffefs. 

If  it  fhould  be  afked  what  could  induce  Lord 
Rawdon  to  a6t  thus,  I  can  only  anfwer,  that  I  am 
uninformed  of  his  motives,  further  than  the  pre¬ 
tence  he  advanced  to  my  friends.  By  the  follow- 

\ 

ing  letter  I  have  demanded  an  explanation,  which 
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though  his  Lordfliip  has  not  vouchfafed  to  my  re- 
quifition,  he  may  poflibly  be  lefs  referved,  and 
more  ingenuous,  to  the  publick. 

“London,  Auguji  ty  1788. 

My  Lord, 

After  having  admitted  the 
rights  of  relationfhip,  received  the  confidence  of 
misfortune,  acknowledged  my  truth,  and  de- 
‘‘  dared  your  refpecSl  for  what  yourfelf  was  pleafed 
‘‘  to  term  my  merit  and  undeferved  fufferings;” 
had  you  renounced  thefe  conceflions  of  candour 
from  any  mere  laxity  of  principle,  or  paroxyfm  of 
caprice,  your  Lordfliip  had  found  in  my  difdaiii 
your  fecurity  againfl:  notice.  But  the  influence 
of  a  more  adive  fentiment  than  tacit  contempt 
‘^  becomes  indifpenfible,  when,  under  the  obvious  . 
“  fub,terfuge  of  unfounded  change  of  opinion,  you 
would  defend  yourfelf  by  raifing  the  dagger  of 
illiberality,  armed  in  calumny,  ancf  the  darker 

‘‘  malevolence 
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‘‘  malevolence  of  infidious  imputation.  Could  I, 
in  like  manner,  defcend  to  the  ignorance,  not 
to  fay  flagitioufnefs,  of  confounding  accufatioii 
and  guilt,  I  might  objed:  to  your  Lordflhip  a  yet 
fouler  charge  than  even  that  w^ith  which  you 
would  ftigmatize  me  ;  a  charge  too  from  which, 

‘‘  if  the  world  miftake  not,  your  Lordfhip  ftands 

t 

no  further  exonerated  than  in  the  bare  plea  of  . 
military  licenfe,  fandioned  by  the  prefumptiori 
of  neceffity,  and  that  fandion  perhaps  lefs  in  the 
Jpirit  of  right  than  in  the  lettef'  of  toleration  : 

‘‘  whilft  my  innocence  has  received  the  moft  un- 
queftionable,  and  confequently  the  moft  ho- 
nourable,  evincement  of  human  teftimony.  We 
“  will  not,  my  Lord,  urge,  we  will  only  hint, 
the  glaring  indecency  and  unjuftifiable  import 
of  arraigning,  in  your  impeachment  of  me,  that 
folemn  verdid  of  juftice  which  involved  fo  facred 
and  fo  momentous  an  objed  as  three  lives ;  but 
I  fhall  take  leave  to  remind  your  Lordfhip  of 


[  24  ], 


‘‘  your  having  paraded  the  gauntlet  of  mortal  de- 

fiance,  upon  an  infinuation  that  jyou  had  fported 

“  with  Ere  you  prefumed  to  traduce  others, 

it  might  have  been  well  remembered,  that  they 

may  be  of  as  nice  fenfibility,  as  tenacious  of  their 

honour  and  reditude,  as  indignant  of  refledlion, 

and  equally  entitled  to  render  the  traducer  ac- 

‘‘  countable.  True,  indeed!  my  fex  protects  your  • 

Lordfhip  from  pe'rfonal  chaftifement.  But  if, 

under  this  impunity,  infulting  and  aggrieving  an 

unfortu'nate  defencelefs  woman  be  allowable  to 

‘‘  the  charadler  of  man,  that  praife  is  my  Lord  of 

“  Rawdon’s.  However,  nothing  ought  to,  nor 

“  fhall,  fhelter  him  from  an  acknowledgment,  or 

‘‘  the  alternative  of  his  conduct  being  fubmitted 

to  publick  judgment,  by  which  truth  is  ever  ge- 

neroufly  received,  and  the  oppreffed  proteded  ; 

and  by  which  arrogant  oftentation  cannot  be 

miftaken  for  dignity,  nor  fpecious  affedations 

of  philanthropy  be  impofed  for  genuine  benefi¬ 
ce 


cence. 
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cence.  In  fhort,  your  Lordfliip  mufl:  be  cbn- 
fcious  that  I  have  to  charge  you  with  extreme  in- 
humanity,  unwarrantable  illiberality,  unbecom- 
ing  infolence,  and  private  injury;  and  I  there- 
fore  mufl:  upon  your  immediate  and  un- 

equivocal  reafons  for  fuch  condudl,  as  alfo  the 
fatisfadion  of  an  apology,  if  not  of  repara- 
tion. 

“  I  am,  my  Lord, 

‘‘  Your  Lordfliip’ s  humble  Servant, 

Margaret  Caroline  Stewart.” 

To  Lord  Rawdon. 

Having  given  his  Lordfliip  four  months  for 
determination,  I  trufl:  I  cannot  incur  any  im¬ 
putation  of  precipitancy  in  now  proceeding  to  pub¬ 
lication. 

I  am  entirely  aware  of  the  many  difagreeable  re- 
trofpedtions  which  this  addrcfs  niay  bring  forv/ard. 

E  And 
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And  as  nothing  is  more  repugnant  to  that  delicacy, 
or  more  mortifying  to  that  laudable  pride,  which 
renders  every  one  delirous  of  burying  their  own 
humiliating  lituations  and  private  circumftances : 
fo  to  avoid  this  painful  difclofure,  and  thofe 
unpleafant  retrofpedions,  and  likewife  to  preferve 
myfelf  in  unobtrufive  modeft  obfcurity,  I  have 
hitherto  largely  facrificed  —  been  dead  to  the 
world,  and  alive  only  to  fuffering  and  oppreffion. 
Yet  there  is  a  point  of  irrefiftible  necelTity,  and 
of  indifpenhble  duty,  which  muft  fuperfede  other 
conhderations  ;  and  fuch  neceffity  is  too  furely 
mine. 

I  do  not  intereft  myfelf  about  what  intemperate 
malignity  may  fuggeft,  or  vulgar  cenfure  fhall  fay : 
for  both  thefe  I  perfedly  underftand  how  to  dif- 
dain. 

But  to  that  fuperior  and  enlightened  part  of  the 
Public,  whom  alone  I  regard,  and  to  whofe  can¬ 
dour  and  generofi.ty  I  appeal  and  confide  myfelf, 

I  am, 


I  am, 
rence, 
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and  ever  muft  be,  with  the  greateft  defe- 
and  trueft  efteem. 

Their  faithful,  and 

moft  obedient  Servant, 

MARGARET  CAROLINE  STEJVART. 


London, 

December  19,  1788. 


